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Temporary and multi-directional migration has become a defining characteristic of
migration patterns in relation to the major migration corridors in Asia and beyond. Such
migration has been a starkly gendered and explicitly feminised leading, amongst other, to
the displacement of care bound up in uneven development, resulting in differentiated
outcomes and experiences of agency within this process.
This paper aims to interrogate the gendered migration debate in relation to changing family
patterns and care practices through the lens of gendered migrant precarity and socioeconomic displacement in countries of origin and destination. The starting poi nt is the
argument for the need to reconceptualise transnationalism to highlight the specific
conditions created by a regulatory framework based on strictly temporary contract
migration or highly contingent visa arrangements with increasing barriers to citizenship and
mobility more broadly. This specific migration policy framework intersects with social
policies in origin and destination countries impacting on paid and unpaid care and the
organisation of family life across space and time.
Bigorahpy
As a political sociologist and migration scholar, Nicola Piper’s broad areas of interest cover
migrants’ rights, transnational political organising, multi-layered governance of migration
and gendered migration. More specifically, her research is on migration governance “from
below”, that is a rights-based approach to migration derived from (formal and informal)
political organising by or on behalf of migrants. Her latest area of interest is global and
transnational social policy, the Sustainable Development Goals in relation to migration,
portable justice and the portability of rights. She is author of Critical Perspectives on Global
Governance: Rights and Regulation in Governing Regimes (2007, Routledge), editor of
South-South Migration: Implications for Social Policy and Development. (2010, Palgrave
Macmillan), New Perspectives on Gender and Migration - Livelihood, Rights and Entitlements
(2008, Routledge) and many other academic works on the theme.

